[Clinical laboratory tests supporting respiratory disease treatment--chairman's introductory remarks].
The symposium consisted of four parts: history of lung function tests, nitric oxide for diagnosis and monitoring of bronchial asthma, radiological and functional changes of the lung in COPD, and combined pulmonary fibrosis and emphysema (CPFE) occasionally showing almost normal results in lung function tests. The history of lung function tests was presented by Dr. Naoko Tojo of the Tokyo Medical and Dental University. Nitric oxide tests in clinical use for diagnosis and monitoring of bronchial asthma were presented by Dr. Hiroyuki Nagase of Teikyo University. Radiological and functional changes of the lung in COPD were presented by Dr. Shigeo Muro of Kyoto University. Clinical features of combined pulmonary fibrosis and emphysema and their associated lung function were presented by Dr. Daiya Takai of the University of Tokyo. I hope that discussing the history of lung function tests until the present was useful for many medical technologists. (Review).